
International Journal Of Engineering Research And Development  

e- ISSN: 2278-067X, p-ISSN: 2278-800X, www.ijerd.com  

Volume 20, Issue 3 (March. 2024), PP. 168-173 

 

168 

Assessment of CBN Insert Tool Life and Surface 

Roughness While Machining Stainless Steel. 
 

Surekha A
1
 and Jayasheel I Harti

2 

1. Research Scholar, East Point College of Engineering and Tech Bangalore-560021 

2. Assistant Professor, East Point College of Engineering and Technology Bangalore-560021 

 

Abstract 

The acceleration of better cutting tools toward the accomplishment of a greater tribological execution and 

wear-resistance is key to the productivity improvement of manufacturing operations.  As the prerequisite 

intended for high tolerance manufactured goods grows, the manufacturing industry, particularly the machine 

building and car sectors, is always attempting to reduce operating costs while improving machined component 

quality. The industrial industry's intensifying demand towards increasing productivity, machine more intricate 

materials, besides augmenting quality in high volume ensures the driving force ahead towards the expansion of 

cutting tool materials. To ascertain which factors are most important for the desired outcome, optimisation of 

the machining parameters was also necessary. Taguchi and the ANOVA approach are two commonly used 

methods for the optimisation of machining parameters. These methods assist to identify the most important 

factors.In the present work CBN Inserts tool life and surface roughness is assessed while machining Stainless 

Steel workpiece. 
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I. Introduction. 

 In the manufacturing industry, cutting tools stand essential because they affect the eminence of 

finished product. The productivity of a cutting machine is directly impacted by the enactment of any cutting 

tools that are connected to it. Manufacturers take into account a variation in factors that impact cutting-tool 

effectiveness when selecting cutting-tools aimed at their machining systems. 

 Inserts exist as cutting tips that remain neither brazed nor-welded towards the tool frame however 

instead detachable from it. They can stereotypically be changed out, replaced, or inverted without altering the 

tool's complete shape since they stay indexable. By allowing for the intermittent appearance of new cutting 

edges lacking the prerequisite aimed at tool grinding or setup adaptations, this speeds up the production process. 

 Cutting forces, tool wear, surface quality, chip formation, plus chip breaking stay just a few of the 

aspects of tool geometry that are crucial in determining total machining performance. Recently, it has come to 

light that choosing the right tool insert is crucial for machining operations that aim to maximise tool life and 

surface roughness. Frequent revisions have been accompanied in the recent eons to learn more about the 

significant influences of tool geometry on machining performance. Single point cutting tools, otherwise tools 

that merely partake  one edge in connection with the work piece during cutting, stay used in utmost all turning 

procedures. Although coated indexable inserts are used for the majority of turning operations, other tool 

materials embrace HSS, brazed-carbide, ceramic, CBN, besides polycrystalline diamond. Typically, just a few 

simple tool geometries are utilized in the majority of turning operations. The tool-holder itself, somewhat the 

insert itself, contains most of the geometry when turning with inserts. The fundamental form, tool geometry, 

insert type, nose radius, and chip breaker design of an insert are all included in its geometry. 

 

ToolWear. 

 The word "tool wear" refers to a cutting tool's eventual demise as a result of use. To execute cutting 

operations quickly and effectively on diverse materials and in various scenarios with varied speed, depth, and 

feed of cut, a cutting tool is machined with various angles. Regular use progressively causes the tool to wear 

out, changing the angles ground into the cutting tool, which ultimately causes the tool to stop working 

adequately. An extremely short tool life is not cost-effective since tool replacement and grinding increase the 

cost of machining, which sequentially raises the price of the final product. Although tool wear cannot be 

completely prevented, it can be reduced when used properly [1]. 
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Tool Wear Mechanism. 

1- Abrasion:Thisisamechanicalwearingprocessbroughtonviathegougeplustinypiecesoftoolbeingremovedb

yhardparticlesintheworkmedium.Thisabrasive activitycontributessignificantlytowards flank 

wearandensuesinbothcraterwearplusflankwear. 

2- Adhesion: Adhesion or welding cantake place amongst two metals after they arefetched hooked on 

close proximity at high pressure and temperature. These circumstancesexist amongst the chip plus the tool's 

rake face. Small pieces of the tool exist missingsince thesurfaceasthechipmovesoverit,causingthesurfacetoerode. 

3- Diffusion: This is a procedure where atoms move back and forth across a border inclose contact 

between two materials. Diffusion at the tool-chip border happens in occurrence of tool wear, depleting the 

surface of tool atoms that give it hardness. Thetool-surface is increasingly vulnerable to abrasion and adhesion 

as this process goes on.Diffusionisthoughtelect akeyfactorincraterwear. 

4- Oxidation/Corrosion:Onhightemperatures,achemicalcontactamidthetoolsurface besides the oxygen in 

the air causes oxidation. The high temperatures producedat the tool-work contact during metal cutting cause the 

carbide in the cutting-tool tooxidise, occasioning in the conception of a layer on tool surface. A new deposit 

iscreatedwhenthisoneisremovedduringthemachiningprogressionbyabrasion. 

 

Tool-Life 

The breadth of stretch a tool intended at cutting beforehand it prerequisites to be thrown away or re-ground 

isaccredited as its tool life. One of utmost crucial financial factors in metal cutting is the cuttingtool's life. As a 

consequence, the tool must be used as effectively as possible before it might be groundor destroyed because the 

expense of grinding or replacing a tool is quite expensive. Severalparameterscanimpact thetool's lifespan. 

 

Parameters Affecting Tool Wear. 

1- Cuttingspeed:Itdevoursamajorimpactontool life.Ascuttingspeedintensifies,so does the temperature. 

Because the hotness is concentrated ample on tool than the work plus cutting tool's hardness changes, the virtual 

upsurge in the toughness of work increases the abrasive action. The cutting-speed affects the wear 

requirementsbecauseaugmentedcuttingspeedmayresultinincreasedflankorcraterwear. 

2- Feed plus DOC: The feed proportion distresses tool-life as well. For a given volume of metal removal, 

fine feed consequences in a larger zone of chip travelling overhead the tool face than coarse feed. 

3- Tool Geometry: Tool geometry has an impression on tool-life. A tool with a wide rake angle deviates 

from its intended purpose since it has less metal to absorb heat and has a smaller cross-section. 

4- Tool material: The physical plus chemical physiognomies of work material obligate                the 

consequence on the system firmness plus proportion of tool wear. 

5- Cutting fluid extends the life of tools by lowering the coefficient of friction by the chip tool contact. 

6- Material of the workpiece: harder work pieces demand stronger cutting pressures, which increases 

power consumption. Stronger forces also cause supplementary tool wear, whatsoever abbreviates the lifespan of 

cutting tool. Low-slung cutting forces are prerequisite in ductile materials, outcomes in stress-free distortion 

plus declined tool wear. 

7- The nature of cutting: Continuous cutting has an extended tool life than intermittent cutting because 

continuous cutting keeps the tool's cutting-edge in constant exchange thru the work surface, whereas sporadic 

cutting grounds frequent impacts that quickly cause the tool towards failure. To prolong the life of the tools, 

continual cutting must be assured by whatever means. 

 

ANOVA 

ANOVA is a decisive technique for scrutinizing and approving data. A framework with discrete group 

effects targeted at each row of the ANOVA table is used enroute for decisive all means and discrepancies. We 

may link to classic ANOVA via dealing thru finite-sample discrepancy components: fixed plus random effects 

prototypes are generated using extrapolations regarding current intensities of an impact and new levels, 

respectively.An extrapolation of the standard deviations of collective quantity of effects is publicized in an 

innovative graphical display that is used enroute for examining comparative trials where only the variation in 

results is relevant. The statistical outcome of the experimentation is calculated using the fraction of double 

inconsistencies. The following upcoming changes to the investigative results make this proportion modest: The 

addition of a constant towards all observations has no impression on the data's relevance. All observations retain 

their significance when multiplied by a constant. 

 

II. LITERATURE SURVEY 

The use of cryogenic treatment towards various materials has drawn more interest in recent decades. 

According to research, cryogenic behavior extends product life, in utmost situations, gives the product 

additional benefits like stress relief. High-speed steel (HSS), medium carbon steels, and inserts made of CBN, 
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WC, etc. are all used in the production of cutting tools. According towards reports, cryogenic treatment can 

simultaneously enhance hardness and toughness while doubling the service life of tools and tool inserts [2] [3]. 

The majority of scientists do agree that the full change of residual austenite into martensite at cryogenic 

temperatures is facilitated by cryogenic treatment, which is linked to increased wear resistance. 

In a thorough investigation of the possessions of altering the deep freezing plus tempering cycles on HSS, Dong 

et al. [4] established that this treatment had two distinct impacts on tool steels. First off, it removes any 

remaining austenite, hence increasing the material's hardness. Second, by initiating nucleation sites for the 

precipitation of many, extremely small carbide particles, this treatment increases wear resistance. 

The existence of tiny precipitated carbide particles plus their significance for the material's characteristics were 

also confirmed by Ozbek N A [5]. Precipitated carbides decrease the martensite's internal tension and its 

susceptibility to microcracks, while a homogeneous dissemination of fine carbides with extraordinary hardness 

increases wear resistance.Through the use of the flank wear assessment plus sliding wear trial, Mohan Lal et 

al.'s comparison research on the augmentation of wear resistance of cryogenically preserved materials thru 

conventional heat-treated trials was conducted[6]. 

The arithmetic mean average of all ordinate values within the sample length L is known as mean roughness 

(Ra).The maximum single roughness depth within the sample length L is acknowledged as the Maximum 

Roughness Depth (Rmax).The arithmetic average of the single roughness depths over all sample lengths is 

known as the mean roughness depth (Rz).The height of the highest profile peak plus the depth of the deepest 

profile within the assessment length equals the overall height of the profile (Rt).Tool Wear of CBN Tool 

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

 CreatingtheTaguchiTableconferringtowardsL9OrthogonalArrayfortheCutting Constraints. 

 

Table1:ANOVATable 

 
 

 Performing the studies utilising the Taguchi Method's findings in the Automated All Geared Head 

Lathe intended at the Turning Operation employing CBN Tool Inserts that have been cryogenically heated and 

unheated. 

 The work material's surface roughness is assessed using the Surfcom Flex after it has been machined. 

 Utilising a metallurgical microscope, tool wear on cryogenically heated and unheated CBN inserts is 

assessed. 

 Utilise the Taguchi method and ANOVA to optimise cutting settings for a high surface finish. 

 

IV. RESULTSANDDISCUSSION 

In this concept there are 27 trials but are optimized into 9 trials by using ANOVA software by varying 

the speed, feed plus DOC using Mild steel rod with the grade of (EN24). After completing one trial the tool 

wear is measured via using Tool maker microscope besides the surface roughness is also measured thru 

Surfcomflex machine for different parameters obtained in ANOVA.On an all-geared headstock lathe, 

orthogonal turning on Mild Steel Rod was used to evaluate the CBN inserts.  
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Table2:ToolWearandSurfaceFinishfordifferentparametersi.eRa,Rz,andRtforCBNToolInserts. 
Trials ToolWearin 

mm 

Rain 

μ 

Rz inμ Rt inμ 

1 0.1 3.270 16.429 19.568 

2 0.025 1.737 8.778 9.968 

3 0.009 2.368 14.643 19.840 

4 0.031 1.114 6.186 7.808 

5 0.049 0.049 4.397 5.968 

6 0.024 1.355 7.363 14.368 

7 0.019 0.019 6.285 10.352 

8 0.003 2.389 11.795 15.536 

9 0.02 0.834 4.813 5.920 

 

ToolWearbyTaguchiAnalysis:ToolwearversusSpeed,DOC,andFeed. 
SmallerispreferableintheresponsetableaimedatS/Nratios. 

 

Table3 S/NRatiofor WithoutHeatTreatmentToolInsert 

 
 

 
Fig1:ToolWearversusSpeed,DOCandFeed 

  

The utmost imperative element for tool wear on machining MS according to Table 3, is speed, 

followed by DOC, and feed has the least bearing. The findings demonstrate that tool wear rises as spindle speed 

rises. It has been noted that tool wear rises along with upsurges in cutting speed, feed, plus DOC. The findings 

demonstrate that the high friction at the chip tool interface causes tool wear for non-heat treated tool inserts to 

rise with cutting speed. The preeminent machining parameters to provide a better surface texture plus less tool 

wear are speed = 710 rpm, feed rate = 1.2 mm/rev, and DOC = 0.5 mm. Figure 1 depicts the major effect plot 

for tool wear. 
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Ra(MeanRoughness)byTaguchiAnalysis:RaversusSpeed,DOCandFeed. 

SmallerispreferableintheresponsetableaimedatS/Nratios. 

 

Table4:S/NRatiosaimedatRa 

 
 

 
Fig2:RaversusSpeed,DOCandFeed 

 

Conferring to the Table 4 the utmost predominant factor for Ra (mean roughness) on machining MS 

using tool insert are feed monitored by speed and the least influential factor is DOC. The outcomes displays that 

Surface finish (mean roughness) decrease with feed rate. It has been apparent that thru the upsurge of feed rate, 

spindle speed plus DOC the Surface finish (mean roughness) also decreases. Figure2 represents the foremost 

outcome plot for Mean roughness and it indicates the optimal machining parameter are speed=280 rpm, feed 

rate = 0.6 mm/rev, DOC = 1.5 mm. 

 

Rz (Mean Roughness Depth) by Taguchi Analysis: Rz versus Speed, DOC and Feed. 

SmallerispreferableintheresponsetableaimedatS/Nratios. 

 

Table 5: S/NRatiointendedforRz 
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Fig3:RzversusSpeed,DOC,Feed 

 

According to the Table 5 the utmost predominant factor for Rz (mean roughness depth) on machining 

MS using CBN tool insert are spindle speed monitored by feed and the least influential factor is DOC (depth of 

cut). The Experimental work shows that Surface finish (mean roughness depth) decrease with the spindle speed. 

It hasbeen apparent that thru the upsurge of spindle speed, feed rate plus DOC the Surface finish (mean 

roughness depth) also decreases. Figure 3 represents the foremost consequence plot for Mean roughness and it 

indicates the optimal machining parameter are speed =2 80 rpm, feed rate = 0.6 mm/rev, DOC = 0.5 mm. 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

The current study is apprehensive thru the turning of mild steel via using the ANOVA table towards 

enhancing the surface roughness plus tool wear. The machine used to conduct the experiment was an automated 

all gear head lathe. The experiments were performed based on ANOVA table. 

The input constraints are spindle speed (280, 710, 1800) rpm, feed rate (0.6, 1.2, 1.8) mm/rev, DOC 

(0.5, 1.0, 1.5) mm besides the response variables are the surface roughness plus the tool wear. Afterwards the 

experimentations were conducted the response variable are formulated plus analysis were conducted. ANOVA 

was performed towards governing the utmost noteworthy parameter for the surface roughness plus tool wear 

and also towards optimizing the process constraints. 

From this work, the utmost effective parameters among the three cutting constraints i.e., spindle speed, 

feed rate plus DOC for the surface roughness, the utmost significant influence is the feed rate followed via 

spindle speed then the least significant is DOC. For the tool wear, the utmost noteworthy influence is spindle 

speed monitored by feed rate plus the least significant is DOC. 
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